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More than 70% of people with disabilities had
been abused, in a 2012 survey A

51.7% of incidents were reported
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Crimes against Persons with Disabilities continued
12.6% of child victims of abuse or neglect also have a disability:
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Independent living
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Learning disability (1.1%)
Visual or hearing impairment (0.8%)
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Self-care
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Rate of violent victimization by type of disability,
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Persons with a cognitive disability had the highest rates of: D
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Overall violent crime: 66.8/1,000 people with disabilities
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Serious violent crime: 25.1/1,000 people with disabilities
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Simple assault: 41.6/1,000 people with disabilities
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About 1 in
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children with a disability will become a victim of violence E
Of those, 20.4% will be victims of physical violence
and 13.7% will be victims of sexual violence
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2 aggravated assaults
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18 simple assaults
14 acts of
intimidation
13 acts of vandalism/
destruction of

6 other crimes against property
3 larceny-thefts
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70 hate crimes were against persons

26 hate crimes were against
persons with a physical disability:

Other/Unknown (3.9%)
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property
9 larceny-thefts
6 burglaries
3 aggravated assaults
3 other crimes against property
2 crimes against society
1 rape
1 robbery

NOTES
*Data relies heavily on findings from the National
Crime Victimization Survey, which only includes
those 12 and older with disabilities living among
the general population in household settings.
This limited respondent pool indicates an
underestimation of violence experienced by
people with disabilities, as it does not take into
account people living in institutions, people who are
homeless, or children under 12. Therefore, some
rates for violent crime against people without
disabilities have been age-adjusted to standardize
the rate of violence and allow a direct comparison
between the two groups.
For more, see: Erika Harrell, Crime Against Persons
with Disabilities, 2009–2013 - Statistical Tables.

